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Abstract 

This study was conducted in 2016 to understand the determinants of expansion of squatter 

settlements in Gofer Meda sub city of Hossana Town, South Ethiopia. For this study a 

descriptive cross-sectional survey design with a mixed approach was employed. A sample 

of 369 households from 2400 households was taken proportionally using stratified random 

sampling technique. A questionnaire and key informant interview were used to collect 

primary data. Secondary data were collected from various sources like documents and 

online resources. The research used both quantitative and qualitative techniques for the 

data analysis. The finding of this study reveals that squatting in the town is a recent 

phenomenon that came into existence since 1999 E.C. The outstanding factors aggravating 

expansion of squatter settlements were identified to be age, migration, types of occupation, 

income and construction permit. Moreover, majority of the squatter settlers were internal 

migrants to the town coming in search of employment opportunities. Besides this, squatters 

in the study area were both poverty and non-poverty driven, informally occupied plots of 

land, have poor quality housing condition and are located in areas of poor social and 

physical infrastructural services. Thus, due to poor land delivery and management coupled 

with rapid growth of urban population and increasing demand for land, problems of 

squatting is getting serious in study area. Therefore, the city administration should enforce 

and implement fast and responsive land delivery system to prevent and control the 

emergence of new squatters in addition to pro-active measures and regular monitoring 

system for reducing squatting activity.  

 

Key Words: Determinants, Squatter settlements, Hosanna, Ethiopia 

 

Introduction 

Presently more than half of the world’s 

population lives in cities and towns and by 

2025 it is expected that two third of the 

world population will live in cities and 

towns. Rapid urbanization has become a 

common phenomenon of the development 

process of developing countries. The 

current demographic change in African 

countries is also characterized by the rapid 

growth of their urban populations. Since 

1980, the average annual growth rate for 

cities in Africa has been 6.2 percent 

compared to 4.2 percent for Latin 

American cities, and 4 percent for Asian 

cities (Oduwaye, 2010). Many of the 

major cities in Africa have grown by about 

9 percent per year since 1980 (Shido, 
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1990). This rapid urban growth has 

resulted in many economic and social 

problems, including housing shortage. 

The most obvious manifestation of 

housing problem in African cities is the 

growth of squatter settlements. In many 

cases, these settlements are growing even 

faster than the cities they surround (Berry, 

1989). 

It is widely and increasingly accepted 

that urbanization is unavoidable 

phenomenon. Poor land delivery system, 

lack of legal framework, bureaucratic as 

well as non-transparent and poor 

management, and irresponsible 

occupation of land affect the efficient use 

of the urban land that in turn leads to 

illegal procedures, land speculations, 

market disruption, illegal and /or squatter 

settlement, poor infrastructure and service 

provision, inadequate collection of 

revenue that hinders economic 

development of the towns (Goz, 2005).  

Ethiopia has more than 950 urban 

centers with yearly urban population 

growth rate estimated to be 4.89% with the 

majority of urban population living in 

substandard houses. This indicates that 

squatter settlements, as the result of 

poverty and rising demand for housing, 

low-quality housing conditions, in 

particular slums and informal settlements 

characterizes the urban centers. As the 

number of population living in urban area 

is increasing, the number of poor people 

who are unable to afford for accessing 

social services especially housing is also 

rising at faster rate. The demand for 

housing is higher than its supply in 

Ethiopia’s major urban centers and people 

are suffering with a shortage of affordable 

housing. As a matter of this fact people are 

forced to occupy any vacant land usually 

on the city peripheries and construct 

structures which negate the land use plan 

of cities leading to flourishing of illegal or 

squatter settlements. Hosanna town is not 

exceptional. Studies on informal 

(squatter) settlements in the town have 

been attempted by few scholars but the 

studies did not identify the determinants 

for expansion of squatter settlements in 

the city periphery than the formal and 

legal residential houses.  

Statement of the Problem 
Ethiopia is the second most populous 

country in Africa next to Nigeria with a 

population estimated at 99.39 million in 

2015 from which 19.4% lives in urban and 

associated areas (CSA, 2016). The 

country is one of the lowest urban 

dwellers residence compared to Sub - 

Saharan standards in percentage of total 

population residing in cities and urban 

settings despite indications display a rapid 

rate of urbanization (Ephrem, 2017). The 

trend in the growth of urban population is 

likely to continue due to drivers such as 

migration from villages and rural 

settlements, natural increase and 

reclassification of the rural settlements to 

urban despite shortage of services like 

residential houses. Hossana town, the 

capital of Hadiya zone in the South 

Nations Nationalities and Peoples 

Regional State is one of the emerging 

small urban centers which host more than 

100,000 residents. 

Currently, squatting becomes one of 

the socio-economic, demographic, 

environmental, planning and management 

challenges generally in Ethiopian and 

particularly in the study area. Hosanna 

town as one of the emerging urban centres 

in the SNNPR has a rapidly growing 

population outpacing the services and 

infrastructures required for the growing 

population. One of the major services, 

housing, becomes a critical need of the 

majority of population living in the city 
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and those who recently moved to the city. 

Due to shortage of residential houses and 

other factors, people opt for accessing 

land informally and construct residential 

structures which are illegal. 

There are many factors that initiate 

squatting as root causes in the study area, 

for instance, income of return migrants 

from South Africa, the expansion of 

institutions, prohibition of land by the 

governments, the increase of rural to 

urban migration, high price of land in the 

inner city and absence of good 

governance.  

However, there are no sufficient 

written documents which indicate when 

squatter settlements emerged particularly 

in the study area; it was assumed that they 

were out of control after the year 2000 

E.C. However, a study conducted by 

Ashenafi (2015) was found to be the only 

one attempted to assess the administrative 

constraints for expansion of squatter 

settlements in Hosanna town. But, the 

current study demonstrated that in 

addition to the administrative factors, 

demographic and socio-economic 

determinants played significant and 

considerable role for expansion of squatter 

settlements from time to time. Therefore, 

this study gives a comprehensive 

understanding of the factors behind 

expansion of squatter settlements in 

Hosanna town. 

Objective of the Study 

General Objective  
The general objective of this study was 

to identify the determinants of expansion 

of squatter settlements in Hosanna town, 

Hadiya Zone, SNNPR. 

Specific Objectives 
The specific objectives of the study 

are, 

1. to assess the feature of squatter 

settlements in Hosanna town 

2. to identify the determinants of 

expansion of squatter settlement in 

the study area 

3. to analyze the spatial distribution 

pattern of squatter settlements in the 

town with emphasis on the study 

kebeles. 

Scope of the study 
This study has both geographical and 

thematic scopes. Geographically, the 

study is limited to three kebeles in Gofer 

Meda sub-city of Hosanna town. The three 

kebeles are known for having the largest 

number of squatter households and the 

kebeles are located away from the city 

centre. Thematically, the study is 

restricted to identifying the determinants 

for expansion of squatter settlements and 

their spatial distribution pattern in the 

town. 

 

Literature Review 

Conceptualization of Squatter Settlement 
Various literatures reveal that the 

concept of squatter settlement has been 

contentious. Many synonymous words 

like spontaneous, irregular, unplanned, 

marginal and informal settlements have 

been used in literature to refer to squatter 

settlements. The UN-Habitat (2004) has 

indicated that it is hardly possible to get a 

single inclusive definition for squatter 

settlement. In some cases the term has 

been interchangeably used with informal 

settlement though informal settlement is 

very general. Despite the elusive nature of 

the definition of squatter settlement, the 

definition given by UNCHS or UN 

Habitat is used by various scholars with 

operational definition of the concept may 

have slight differences especially when 

spatial context of such settlements are 

considered. 

Squatter settlements (often referred to 

as informal settlements, slum areas, or 
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shanty towns) are settlements comprising 

communities housed in self-constructed 

shelters under conditions of informal or 

traditional land tenure. They are common 

features in developing countries and are 

typically the product of an urgent need for 

shelter to the urban poor. As such they are 

characterized by proliferation of small, 

makeshift shelters built of diverse 

materials, degradation of the local 

ecosystem and severe social problems. In 

Ethiopia, they are known as illegal 

settlements or commonly “Chereka 

betoch” (since people squat on the land 

during the dark hours of the night). 

Squatter settlements as residential areas 

which had developed without legal claims 

to the land or permission from the 

concerned authorities to build as a result 

of legal or semi legal status; infrastructure 

and services are usually inadequate 

(Gilbert and Gugler, 1992). Squatter 

settlers as illegal occupants of land or 

house, are unordered occupants whose 

occupation is by organized invasions 

(Turner, 1997). Squatter settlements act as 

a highly successful solution to housing 

problems in urban areas.  

Squatter settlement can generally be 

defined as a residential area in an urban 

locality inhabited by the very poor who 

have no access to tenured land of their 

own, and hence "squat" on vacant land, 

either private or public (Taher and Afreen, 

2014). In Ethiopian context in general and 

study area in particular squatter 

settlements are most commonly known as 

“Chereka betoch” – implying the illegal 

construction of house overnight using 

moon light. Hence, such settlements are 

units on any land occupied and house 

constructed without having any legal 

permit from the concerned municipality 

(kebele) officials. 

Theoretical Debates on Squatter 

Settlements  

Optimistic View on Squatter Settlements 
Squatter settlements are considered as 

opportunities for the growth of developing 

countries’ cities. They are considered as 

conducive place for the growth of local 

entrepreneurs. They are also areas where 

substantial suppliers of cheap and 

abundant labor force for urban centre are 

found which in turn helps for the growth 

of industrial development. Moreover, 

squatter settlements are areas where most 

informal activities are carried serving as a 

source of livelihood for vast majority 

urban poor dwellers. Other researchers 

support squatter settlements for they self-

support in getting shelter rather than being 

burden for their government though the 

process of acquiring the land is illegal. 

UN- Habitat and organizations including 

the World Bank perceive squatter 

settlements as poverty driven settlements 

which have evolved due to a number of 

socio economic and institutional 

problems. Accordingly, informal 

settlements are self-built settlements 

occupied by people living in situations of 

poverty. Based on such agreement, they 

emphasized regularization as one of the 

major corrective measures to the existing 

informal settlements (Shimelis, 2004). 

Pessimistic Views on Squatter 

Settlements 
There are different researchers who 

view squatter settlements from pessimistic 

perspective point of view. They argue that 

it increases unemployment rate in the 

urban area. This is due to the fact that 

squatter settlers are migrants who mainly 

come from rural areas with low literacy 

level, inefficiency in working as well as 

skills and training.  The large influx of 

rural people to urban centre either remain 

unemployed in the urban centre or engage 
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in informal activities such as hawkers, 

shoeshine, beggars, petty trade activities, 

that do not have much contributions to the 

growth of modern industrial factories. 

They simply disregard them as a 

bottleneck to the overall economic growth 

of a country and development of modern 

sector and these migrants are simply 

considered as a parasitic population in the 

city. 

Moreover, other pessimist scholars 

argued that squatter settlements are the 

fertile breeding grounds and birthplace of 

social ills like prostitution, crime, assault, 

theft, rape and family breakdown, social 

disruption, juvenile delinquency, political 

unrest, corruption, alcoholism, illegal 

trafficking of drugs and girls (Abudho and 

Ablanga, 1998). Pessimist researchers call 

squatter settlements as “Cancer or 

Malady, fungus to the urban 

development”. Because of the insecure 

tenure system of urban land and other 

reasons, squatters have no intention to 

better off themselves. Therefore, the 

mushrooming of squatter settlements in 

the urban centres creates many problems 

in urban areas like problem of 

uneconomical use of urban land, 

encroachment on agricultural and pastoral 

land, physical disorder, environmental 

and health related problems because of 

poor location and other risks (Deda, 

2003). 

 
Fig. 1: Conceptual Framework of the study 
Sources: Adapted from Daniel (2009) 

 

Major Factors Favouring Squatter 

Settlements  
Why do people squat? Many studies 

indicated that there is no single factor that 

can account for the growth of squatter 

settlements that have been experienced 

worldwide. This implies that factors 

responsible for the emergence and 

expansion of squatter settlements are 

different in different geographical areas 

and spans of life. This is because each 

country has its own unique complex mix 

of economic, social, political, ecological 

and demographic characteristics. The 

immediate demographic, socio-economic 

and administrative factors which forces 
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people to commit squatting were 

discussed by various scholars (Flood, 

2000; Huchzermeyer, 2002; Jacopsen, 

2002). 

Description of the Study Area 
The study area, Hosanna town, is the 

administrative capital of Hadiya Zone, 

South Nations Nationalities and Peoples 

Regional State (SNNPR).It is located 232 

km south of Addis Ababa via Alemgena -

Butajera, Welaita-Sodo and 280km from 

Addis Ababa via Wolkite route. The town 

is also located 168km away from Hawassa 

via Halaba-Angecha and 203km via 

Halaba-Durame from Hawassa, a capital 

of SNNPR. The geographical location of 

the town is between 7°30′00′′ and 

7°35′00′′ N latitude and 37°49′00′′ and 

37°53′00 E longitude. The town covers 

about 100km2 of land. It is currently 

among nine towns selected for modern 

growth by the regional government of 

SNNPR.The town was restructured in 

2004 E.C as a town consisting three sub-

cities and eight kebeles and categorized 

under the second level towns in the region. 

 
Fig. 2. Location Map of the study area 

Source: Hosanna town administration (2015) 

 

The town is found at the Southern 

edge of the western plateau of the 

physiographic region. Its location on a 

topographically high place makes the 

town serve as a divide for the Gibe Omo 

and Rift Valley lakes drainage basins 

(Teketel, 2015).  The elevation within the 

town ranges from 2,400 meters a.s.l near 

Hosanna Hospital, now rename as Queen 

Elena Hospital, and 2,200ma.s.l at Tekle 

Haymanot Church. The five years annual 

average temperature of the town is found 

to be 18.5°C.This shows that the town is 

mainly characterized by highland ('Dega') 

agro climatic zone. Hosanna town is 

situated on a mid-agro ecological zone and 

its mean annual rainfall is 5606.6mm 

(Hosanna Town Finance and Economic 

Development Office, 2015).  

Demographic and Socio-economic 

Profile of the Study Area 

According to the official report of 

CSA (1994) the total population of 

Hosanna was 45168. Within thirteen years 

period, the town’s population reached 

69,995 (CSA, 2007). Currently Hosanna 
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has a total population of more than 

100,531 which means about 16709 

households (CSA 2014). Between 1986 

and 1996 the population size of the town 

has been growing on the average by 8.15 

percent per years while during 1996- 2007 

the growth rate has increased to 13.31 

percent. This rate decreased to 9.7 percent 

during 2007-2014 (CSA, 2014). The rapid 

population growth and physical expansion 

of the town is attributed to rural to urban 

migration and some other external impact 

of remittance and return migrants from 

abroad mainly from Ethiopian nationals 

living in   South Africa.  

The economic base of the community 

surrounding Hosanna town is agriculture. 

Residents in the outskirt of the town are 

agrarian and semi-agrarian. However, 

majority of the residents in the city centre 

are engaged in various activities other than 

agriculture. They are engaged in trade and 

business activities; significant number of 

them is employed both in public and 

private institutions. Like in other towns in 

the country there are people who are 

unemployed and in addition to those 

engaged in casual labor work (Hosanna 

Town Finance and Economic 

Development Office, 2015). 

Methodology of the study 

For this study a descriptive cross-

sectional survey design with a mixed 

approach was employed. Both primary 

and secondary sources of data were used. 

Detailed open and close ended questions 

pertaining to demographic, socio 

economic and administrative determinants 

of squatter settlement were incorporated 

after reviewing related literature in line 

with the objectives of the study. 

Questionnaire was the main data 

collection instrument administered to the 

sampled household heads besides data 

collection through key informant 

interview and field observation. Key 

informant Interviews were conducted with 

five concerned officials and three 

community representatives in the study 

area. Next, sample household heads were 

selected from each sampled kebele by 

using stratified random sampling 

technique from a list of kebele households.  

Cochran’s (1977) formula for sample 

size determination was used to draw a 

representative sample from the target 

households. 

 
Where: n = sample size needed for the 

study, N = Total number of household in 

the town. 

Ni = Number of population in each kebele, 

Z= the critical values of standard normal 

cumulative distribution corresponding to 

α/2, p= probability of total number of 

population informal settlers in Gofer-

meda sub city, d = level of precision, 

L=3(Number of kebeles), Wi= estimated 

proportion of Ni to N. 

The total sample size obtained for the 

study is based on the information given 

below and calculated as follows, N=2400, 

α =5% level of significance, N1=1000 

Households N2=900 Households, N3= 500 

Households), d =0.05(by assuming), 

Z=1.96 at 95% confidence level 
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Variables Considered for the study 
One dependent variable and ten independent variables (explanatory variables) were 

selected for the analysis. The dependent variable, expansion of squatter settlement, is 

explained by Age, Sex, Educational status, Current occupation, Family size, Income, Marital 

status, Migration, Employment status Construction permit. 

 

 
Fig. 3. Sampling design of the study 
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Results and Discussions 

Socio-Demographic Characteristics of Respondents 
Table1: Socio-demographic characteristics of respondent household heads 

Household Characteristics Respondents household heads 

 Number Percent (%) 

Head of the household Male 247 66.9 

Female  122 33.1 

Total 369 100.00 

Age  Less than 18 3 0.81 

18-30 109 29.54 

31-50 200 54.21 

51-64 48 13.0 

65 and above  9 2.44 

Total  369 100.00 

Marital status  Unmarried   142 38.48 

Married 227 61.52 

Total 369 100.00 

Current occupation  Farmer  12 3.25 

Government employee 140 37.94 

Private employee 205 55.56 

Daily laborer 7 1.89 

Unemployed 5 1.36 

Total  369 100.00 

Educational status Unable to read and write  79 21.4 

Grade 1-8 191 51.7 

High school 86 23.31 

Diploma  9 2.44 

Degree and above 4 1.1 

Total  369 100.00 

Family size  Less than 5 151 40.9 

More than 5 218 59.1 

Total  369 100.00 

Income (Av. Monthly) Less than 500 Eth.Birr 240 65.04 

500 -1000 Eth.Birr 89 24.12 

1001- 2500 Eth.Birr 27 7.31 

More than 2500 Eth.Birr 13 3.52 

Total  369 100.00 

Plot size (in Sq. Meters) Less than 200 102 27.64 

200 – 400 161 43.63 

More than 400 106 28.73 

Total  369 100.00 

   

 
Survey questionnaire was distributed 

to 369 sample household heads residing in 

three kebeles namely; Naramo, Bobicho 

and Heto. The three selected kebeles are 

located in the same sub-city but are the 

kebeles known for the concentration of 

squatter settlements in Hosanna. All the 

distributed questionnaires were filled in 

and returned back. 
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Understanding about the overview of 

the respondents characteristics was 

important for further analysis of their 

responses. Hence, attempts were made to 

describe the background of the 

respondents which directly or indirectly is 

related to the objectives of the study. 

Accordingly, the general socio-

demographic characteristics of the 

respondents in sex, age, marital status, 

current occupation, educational status, 

income, family size and size of plot they 

occupied are presented in Table 1 (Annex 

3). 

Data analyzed and presented in Table1 

reveals that the majority 247(66.9%) of 

respondent households were male and the 

remaining 122(33.1%) were female. Age 

category of respondents as an important 

variable was also assessed and it was 

found that about 200(54.2%) of the 

respondents were found between age 

range of 31-50 years followed by those 

squatters who are aged between 18-30 

years 109 (29.5%). During the survey only 

a few respondents 3(0.815) were found to 

be less than 18 years of age. Those 

respondents who are found beyond 50 

years of age account for 15 percent of the 

total surveyed households.  

Analysis of marital status of 

respondents shows that 227(61.52%) of 

them are married and the remaining 

142(38.48%) were unmarried. Those 

respondents who are married and have 

family are likely to fall under pressure of 

housing demand. Respondents were also 

assessed with regard to their occupational 

status, especially their employment status 

during the survey period. Accordingly, 

squatter households who took part in the 

study were engaged in various activities 

ranging from agriculture to daily labor 

wage works. It was found that 205(55.6%) 

of them were engaged in either their own 

small scale business or employed in 

private business ventures. Significant 

number 140(37.9%) of them were 

employed in government organizations. 

The number of those who were farmers, 

daily labour workers and unemployed 

were 129(3.25%), 7(1.9%), and 5(1.36%), 

respectively. 

Squatter households were distributed 

across different educational levels. In the 

survey it was found that 191(51.7%) of 

them have attended schools to grades 1-8 

followed by those who attended high 

school 86 (23.31%). On the other hand, it 

was found that 79(21.4%) of them were 

unable to read and write. Those 

respondents who completed a high school 

and have certificates of diploma and above 

represent 13(3.5%) of the total surveyed 

households. 

Family size of respondents is also 

another important variable for assessing 

the nature of squatter settlement in the 

study area. Family size of respondents was 

categorized into two taking the average 

family size of Ethiopia. Those respondents 

who had more than 5 family size accounts 

for 59.1 % (218) and the remaining 

households 151 (40.9%) had less than 5 

family size. Another socio-economic 

variable studied during the survey was 

average monthly income level of 

household heads. It was found that about 

2/3rd of the respondents 218 (65.04%) 

replied that they earn less than 500 

Eth.Birr per month. There were also 

households 89(24.12%) who earn between 

500 and 1000 Eth.Birr per month. About 

40 (10.8%) of the respondents reported 

that their average monthly income 

exceeds 1001 Eth.birr. The size of land 

plot occupied by squatters for housing 

purpose varies. Accordingly, it was found 

that 161 (43.6%) of respondents had plot 

size between 200-400 square meters. The 
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proportion of those who had less than 200 

square meters and more than 400 square 

meters was nearly same 27.64 % and 

28.73 %, respectively. 

Source (Origin) of Squatters and their 

Housing Tenure status 
It has been indicated in literatures in 

the field of housing that the massive rural 

to urban migration in developing countries 

has been identified as the cause of the 

existence of squatter settlements in urban 

areas (Owusu, 1991). The number of 

urban migrants whose sources could also 

be other urban areas far exceeds the 

capacity of the receiving city to provide 

housing opportunities. The dominant 

squatter households in Hosanna town 

were migrants and there were those who 

moved to the peripheral part of the town in 

search of space for shelter.  

Table 2: Distribution of Respondents by migration status and Housing Tenure 
Migration and tenure status Respondent household heads 

 Number Percent (%) 

Respondent status Migrant  261 70.73 

Non-migrant 108 29.27 

Total 369 100.00 

Source of migrants Rural 148 56.7 

Urban  113 44.3 

Total 261 100.00 

Means of access to plot 

of land  

Direct occupation 82 22.2 

Purchased from farmers 201 54.5 

Purchased from speculators 74 20.1 

Leasehold  12 3.2 

Total  369 100.0 

Housing permit (plan) Yes 30 8.1 

No  339 91.9 

Total 360 100.0 

 

According to the responses obtained 

from squatter households about 71 % of 

them were migrants to the town and the 

remaining 29 % were non-migrants. From 

the migrant households the majority 

(56.7%) have moved to Hossana from 

other rural areas. Majority 201(54.5%) of 

the respondent households replied that 

they informally purchased the land they 

squat on. The other means of access were 

through direct occupation (22%) and 

through transaction from the speculators 

(20.1%). As the land and the houses were 

illegally accessed about 92 % of the 

respondents replied that they don’t have 

certificate of housing permit which locally 

is called housing plan. 

Trajectories of Squatter Settlement in 

Hosanna town 
The emergence and development of 

squatter settlements in the study area is of 

recent phenomena that started since 1999 

E.C. However, the trend of expansion of 

squatter settlement since 1999 was not 

similar in all parts of the city and in all the 

kebeles. The distribution and rate of 

expansion showed variations even in each 

kebele. When the current status of squatter 

settlements is seen, the largest share 154 

(41.7%) of such settlements taken as a 

sample are found in J. Narramo kebele and 

the other two kebeles, Heto and Bobicho, 

have 37.4 % and 20.9 % share of squatter 

settlements, respectively. Figure 4 below 

shows the alternate decrease and increase 
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in the trend of squatter settlements in the 

three study kebeles based on data obtained 

from the year of land occupation and 

construction of houses by the squatter 

households.

 
Fig. 4: Trend of expansion of squatter settlement in the study kebeles 

 

As it can be seen from Figure 4 above 

the squatter settlers Narramo kebele 

progressively increased from 1998 to 

2001 and from 2001-2004 it has been 

slightly decreasing and then show a slight 

increase again. However, it has shown a 

gradual decreasing trend since 2004 to the 

2007.The trend of expansion of squatter 

settlements in Bobicho kebele similarly 

oscillates though the kebele has the lowest 

share of squatter settlements since 1999 

compared to Narramo and Heto kebeles. 

In Heto kebele the trend shows that though 

it has the second largest share of squatters, 

since 2006 the trend has been higher than 

that the other two kebeles. In fact, it was 

difficult to get data on those who squat 

since 2007 E.C. Generally, it can be 

concluded that the number of squatter 

settlements is increasing from year to year 

despite variations in the number of 

squatters in the three kebeles and 

variations in the rate of growth of 

squatters from time to time. Information 

obtained through key informant interview 

also witness that squatter settlements has 

been expanding in different parts of the 

town at different times. Vacant places in 

town’s peripheries are hotspot areas of 

squatting and farming community in the 

adjacent city boundary are also 

participating in informal land transaction 

which ultimately pave a way for 

expansion of squatter and illegal 

settlements. 

Housing Characteristics of Squatter 

Settlers 
In response to fast growing demand 

for shelter, squatting population usually 

build a temporary and semi-temporary 

structures which are unauthorized and 

substandard dwelling units. In many cases 

the walls and roofs are made of very cheap 

and temporary materials available in the 

locality. The housing conditions mainly 

from the walls and roofs materials used 

point of view for squatters in Hosanna 

town is presented in the table below.
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Table 3. Housing characteristics of squatter settlements  
Housing Characteristics Number of respondents Percent (%) 

 

Wall materials used 

Mud and wood  295 79.9  

Wood and plastic  29 7.9  

Bricks (Blocket)  40 10.8  

Others  5 1.4  

Total  369 100.0  

Roof Material used Grass  24 6.5  

Corrugated Iron sheet  311 84.3  

Wood and plastic  30 8.1  

Other  4 1.1  

Total  369 100.0  

 

As it can be seen from Figure 4 above 

the squatter settlers Narramo kebele 

progressively increased from 1998 to 

2001 and from 2001-2004 it has been 

slightly decreasing and then show a slight 

increase again. However, it has shown a 

gradual decreasing trend since 2004 to the 

2007.The trend of expansion of squatter 

settlements in Bobicho kebele similarly 

oscillates though the kebele has the lowest 

share of squatter settlements since 1999 

compared to Narramo and Heto kebeles. 

In Heto kebele the trend shows that though 

it has the second largest share of squatters, 

since 2006 the trend has been higher than 

that the other two kebeles. In fact, it was 

difficult to get data on those who squat 

since 2007 E.C. Generally, it can be 

concluded that the number of squatter 

settlements is increasing from year to year 

despite variations in the number of 

squatters in the three kebeles and 

variations in the rate of growth of 

squatters from time to time. Information 

obtained through key informant interview 

also witness that squatter settlements has 

been expanding in different parts of the 

town at different times. Vacant places in 

town’s peripheries are hotspot areas of 

squatting and farming community in the 

adjacent city boundary are also 

participating in informal land transaction 

which ultimately pave a way for 

expansion of squatter and illegal 

settlements. 

Housing Characteristics of Squatter 

Settlers 

In response to fast growing demand 

for shelter, squatting population usually 

build a temporary and semi-temporary 

structures which are unauthorized and 

substandard dwelling units. In many cases 

the walls and roofs are made of very cheap 

and temporary materials available in the 

locality. The housing conditions mainly 

from the walls and roofs materials used 

point of view for squatters in Hosanna 

town is presented in the table below. 
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Table 4: Housing characteristics of squatter settlements  
Housing Characteristics Number of respondents Percent (%) 

 

Wall materials used 

Mud and wood  295 79.9  

Wood and plastic  29 7.9  

Bricks (Blocket)  40 10.8  

Others  5 1.4  

Total  369 100.0  

Roof Material used Grass  24 6.5  

Corrugated Iron sheet  311 84.3  

Wood and plastic  30 8.1  

Other  4 1.1  

Total  369 100.0  

 

Driving Forces for Squatting 
Table 5: Driving forces for squatting as perceived by the respondents 
Factor (s) Category of responses  Number of  

respondents 

Percent (%) 

 

 

Factors for squatting 

Over crowding 45 12.1 

Lack of affordable 

housing 

168 45.5 

Delay in land delivery 

process 

60 16.2 

Increasing land prices 87 23.7 

For profit motive 5 1.4 

No response 4 1.1 

Total 369 100.0 

 

Squatting remains to be one of the 

responses to housing deficit in the cities of 

the developing countries. People occupy 

public land in the peripheries of cities and 

open spaces so as to get some sort of 

shelter. The decisions to squat on public 

land in urban and rural-urban interface 

areas are associated with various driving 

forces. Primarily, the squatting population 

may originate from the city itself. 

Residents who have lived in city in rental 

houses or other substandard houses for 

long period of time may look for having 

their own shelter. In this case there could 

be so many push factors that can drive 

them out to the peripheries. Others could 

be those who moved to the city form other 

places, both urban and rural origin.  

According to data collected from 

households in the study area there are 

factors that forces the households to squat 

in one of the sample kebeles. Thus, as it 

can be seen from Table 5 above, lack of 

affordable housing 168 (45.5%) either to 

build or to rent in the city center became 

the major factor that forced them to 

occupy public space. The increasing land 

prices in urban areas are also another 

driver for people to squat. Those 

households who have been living in the 

city and who bought land from farmers or 

from speculators report that overcrowding 

in the inner part of the city forced them to 

squat in peripheral part of the city. There 

are also people who occupied public land 

for other motives such as speculating or 

for profit motive 5 (1.4%). 
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Determinants of Expansion of Squatter 

Settlements in Hosanna Town 

In the surveyed area, expansion of 

squatter settlements is associated with a 

combination of socio-demographic, 

economic and administrative factors. 

Binary logistic regression model was used 

to study the determinants for expansion of 

these settlements as well as their housing 

characteristics. In the study, one 

dependent variable and ten independent 

variables (explanatory variables) were 

selected for the analysis. The binary 

logistic regression was applied to 

determine the influence of the 

independent variables on the expansion of 

squatter settlements in the study area. In 

the model the log of odds ratio of 

dependent variable was expressed as a 

function of the independent variables. 

 

Table 6: Variables in the equation  

 

Variables 

  Coefficients 

(B) 

S.E. Wald 

Stat. 

df Sig.  Adjusted 

Odds(Exp B) 

Sex .626 .593 1.114 1 .291 1.870 

Age -.106 .265 .159 1 .049* .900 

Educ .331 .221 2.247 1 .134 1.392 

Empl. .854 1.002 .727 1 .394 2.350 

Types of 

occ. 

.023 .168 .019 1 .021* 1.023 

Marstatus .458 .495 .858 1 .354 1.582 

Famsize -.017 .124 .020 1 .888 .983 

Income .095 .253 .142 1 .006* 1.100 

Migration -.078 .265 .087 1 .009* .925 

Buil.perm 3.208 .549 34.083 1 .000* 24.719 

Constant -3.0445 2.291 2.262 1 .133 .032 

 *Are significant at p<0.05; Model fitting was tested using Chi-square statistics. 

 

Table 6 shows the variables used in the 

equation and the coefficients. In the output 

table the coefficients of the variables are 

β1=0.626    β2 =-0.106   β3 =0.331   β4 

=0.854     

β5 =0.023    β6 =0.458   β7 =-0.017    β8 

=0.095         β9 = -0.078    β10 =3.208    β0 

=-3.0445. 

There were about ten independent or 

explanatory variables identified to 

influence the expansion of squatter 

settlement in the study area. However, 

application of binary logistic regression 

model is important to identify the 

outstanding variables which influence the 

expansion of squatter settlements out of a 

given set of variables. Hence, the analysis 

result indicated in Table 6 above shows 

that the p-value of age of respondents, 

type of occupation, income, migration 

status, and possession of building 

permitare less (P<0.05) than the level of 

significance (0.05) indicating that these 

variables are significant in the model. On 

the other hand, the p-values of the 

remaining variables are greater than the 

level of significance and hence have less 

contribution to the expansion and growth 

of squatter settlements in Hosanna. The 

model, using only the significant variables 

can be set as; 

)*+ , -
. − -0 = −3.0445 − 0.10645  + 0.02347  + 0.09549  − 0.0784:  + 3.2084.; 
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Where X2 is age, X5 is type of occupation, X8 is income of the households, X9 is migration 

status and X10 is possession of legal building permit. 

 

Spatial Distribution Pattern of Squatter 

Settlement in Hosanna Town 
At global and local scales spatial 

distribution pattern of squatter settlements 

shows variations due to a number of 

factors related location choice and 

availability of land. Peripheral locations 

are usually chosen by squatting population 

while such locations are largely without 

basic infrastructures. In the study area, 

GPS points of the location of some of the 

squatter settlements were collected and 

mapped (Fig.5). Hence, the squatter 

settlements in Hosanna are predominantly 

found concentrated in the northern and 

northeastern part of the city in Narramo, 

Bobicho and Heto kebeles. These areas are 

selected due to the fact that 

topographically the areas are flat and plain 

and locationally the three kebeles have 

larger peripheral locations with 

agricultural land. These areas attracted 

largest share of migrants and are 

characterized by the proliferation of 

unauthorized dwellings. Some of the 

squatter settlements even crossed the city 

boundary encroaching to the farmlands in 

the surrounding rural kebeles. 

 
Fig. 5: The spatial distribution pattern of squatter settlement in the Hosanna town and the 

surrounding rural kebeles 

 

Government Responses and Measures on 

Squatter Settlements 
Squatter settlements and squatting 

activities in the cities of the developing 

countries are inevitable as long as cities 

continue to attract migrants. Proliferation 

of squatter settlements from time to time 

is also indicator of the gaps between 

demand and supply of housing especially 

inefficiency in delivery of land for 

housing. Some studies also argue that 

squatter settlements are solutions to such 

housing deficit and it should not be 

criticized because of lack of legal ground 
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or title deeds. With regard to government 

responses and measures to the expansion 

of squatter settlements, there are two 

approaches used in various countries of 

the world. The first one is preventive in 

nature and deals with discouraging the 

emergence of new squatters through 

provision of cheap land for urban poor and 

regularization of the already emerged 

settlements. The second measure is 

demolition and eviction without any 

compensation payment. Both approaches 

are competent in that there are a number 

of problems in both cases.  

An attempt has been made to 

understand the measures taken by the city 

administration and officials and experts of 

Land Development and Management 

Agency in the study area. The city 

administration underscores that squatting 

is becoming a key urban development 

challenge to all urban centers in the 

country and in Hosanna town in particular. 

In the last two decades due to the high 

incidence of rural to urban migration and 

consequent housing problem in the town, 

most of the squatters were tolerated and no 

serious action was taken. But the problem 

is getting serious in the recent past as 

people are taking their own options of 

accessing shelter. The land delivery 

process is too lengthy and everything was 

thought to be handled according to the 

rules and regulations. The demand for 

housing is rapidly increasing beyond the 

supply capacity of the town. In the key 

informant interview made the officials and 

experts strongly argue that rural-urban 

migrants and even those who have been 

living in the rental houses are much 

interested to buy plots of land from 

farmers and illegal land dealers with the 

modest price and build illegal houses. 

They also indicate that when inspections 

are made, some the squatter illegal houses 

are found to have a fake written document 

produced by unknown people which 

shows they purchased the house (not the 

vacant land) from someone else. They said 

that because of such corrupt practices it 

was very difficult even to identify who is 

squatter and who is not squatter in the 

town. The respondents seriously 

underscore that this kind of land 

development is becoming great annoyance 

to their offices and has many negative 

impacts on their town’s overall 

development. According experts in town 

municipality, the numbers of squatter 

settlements is increasing from year to year 

in response to high demand for housing 

and limited supply of plot of land for 

housing urban poor. This implies that 

there should be mechanism of abating the 

expansion of squatter settlements in the 

meantime looking for options of housing 

the urban poor. For the time being, the city 

administration is demolishing the squatter 

settlements to discourage further 

expansion of such unauthorized 

dwellings. 

 

Conclusions 

Squatter settlements in Ethiopia cover 

houses which are built on government and 

communal land against the will of the city 

administration and without having a 

development authorization (building 

permit). Absence of title deeds over such 

lands makes the settlements illegal though 

the illegality comes from so many sources. 

Squatter settlements are now becoming 

part of the development characteristics of 

urban centres in the country. 

The emergence and development of 

squatter settlements in Hosanna town is of 

recent phenomena that started since 1999 

E.C. Squatter settlements have been 

flourishing in different parts of the town 

with the largest share of concentration are 
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in Naramo, Bobicho and Heto kebeles of 

the Gofer meda sub city. The demographic 

characteristic of the town reveals that the 

town is among the rapidly growing towns 

in the country with huge influx of rural 

migrants to the town. 

As it is true in many other urban 

centres of Ethiopia, in Hosanna town the 

physical expansion of the town has 

already outpaced the capacity of providing 

basic services and infrastructures. This is 

partly due to the rapid expansion of 

squatter settlements that are located at the 

outskirts of the town. Squatter settlement 

in the study area are characterized by 

occupying  plots of agricultural  land, 

illegal land transaction, poor social 

services and infrastructural system, poor 

and substandard housing condition. For 

such recent emergence and expansion of 

squatter settlements in the study area, a 

number of responsible factors were 

identified in this study. Out of ten factors 

considered in this study, only five 

variables i.e., age, type of occupations, 

income, migration, and possession of legal 

construction permit are found to be the 

outstanding factors which aggravate the 

expansion of squatter settlements (as 

indicated by the result of Binary Logistic 

regression model). The aforementioned 

factors and other factors combined 

contributed for rapid proliferation of 

squatter settlements in the study area. 

Moreover, this study discloses that 

squatter settlement areas were mainly 

occupied by migrants coming from rural 

part of Hadiya zone. Access to affordable 

housing for the low-income households is 

becoming a real challenge for both 

migrants and those non-migrants living in 

rental houses. Even though the majority of 

squatters are poverty driven, there are 

non-poverty driven squatters in the study 

area (for instance, return migrants from 

abroad).  

Though squatting has its own 

implications up on the living condition of 

the residents, it also became an obstacle 

for formal urban land management system 

and planned urban development 

endeavours in the study area. Inefficient 

land delivery process and lack of proper 

implementation of government rules and 

regulations exacerbated the illegal 

occupation of land due to increasing 

housing demand. 

Government responses and measures 

on squatter settlements vary from country 

to country. In Ethiopia, there is a view that 

squatter settlements are basically 

associated with illegality and hence there 

is no kind of considerations given for 

those people who squat. On the other 

hand, there is an acute shortage of housing 

for the poor. Thus, the city administration 

is challenged by these two competing 

interests. Informal settlements in bigger 

cities like Addis Ababa house the majority 

of the population and in this way squatter 

settlement is considered to be a solution to 

housing deficit. Regardless of such 

contributions it has, city governments 

including that of Hosanna use demolition 

and clearance measures for discouraging 

further squatting. 

 

Recommendations 

Based on the findings of the study, the 

following possible solutions as 

recommendations are forwarded to the 

concerned decision makers, researchers in 

the area and the administration of Hosanna 

town. Squatting continues to be a problem 

not only in the study area but also in other 

developing countries cities as long as 

housing supply is in a deficit. 

• The study revealed that urban land 

management system and land 
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delivery process in the study area is 

inefficient to respond to the 

increasing housing demand. Thus, 

sound and transparent urban land 

delivery system and management 

should be in place so as to minimize 

the illegal occupation of land. 

• The municipality should prepare 

clear and appropriate measures such 

as preventive measures for the 

emergence of new squatter 

settlements and should have clear 

policy for regularization of the 

existing squatter settlement than 

demolishing and clearing as a 

solution. 

Further research on the mismatch 

between the demand and supply of 

housing in Hosanna and similar towns in 

the country should be conducted to plan 

for the production of low-cost housing for 

those households who are unable to get 

access to shelter. 
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